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SK YDIVERS RESURRECTION AWARD MEMBERS 
WITH USPA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR ED SCOT T

THE REBEL SK YDIVERS AND SK YDIVE ARIZONA DZO LARRY HILL

JACQUES-ANDRÉ ISTEL AND USPA 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD JAY STOKES

JEFF BODDIGER WITH RUTH AND PAUL HINEN

THE OFFICIAL CENTER OF THE WORLD PYRAMID

PAT MOOREHEAD, JAY STOKES AND BILL BOOTH

RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT TIME
by Skydive Arizona DZOs Larry and Shawn 
Hill signed waivers and received a safety 
briefing. Those who would not be jumping 
toured the museum, which features a large 
number of engraved granite historical 
monuments, a church and even a portion of 
the original staircase from the Eiffel Tower, 
as well as the granite pyramid. Pioneer and 
S&TA Mike Marthaller and his crew from 
Skydive Yuma, along with Bob Scott and 
Tara Rupp (daughter of Emmons Knor), 
took care of the jumping logistics and pro-
vided manifest services. The aircraft run-
way was offsite, beside one of Istel’s nearby 
watermelon fields, but the skydivers landed 
at the museum. Jump operations ran very 
smoothly, with multiple loads flying each 
day of the event. 

Skydiver Resurrection Award members 
(jumpers who took a 10-plus-year break 
from skydiving) attended the reunion for 
the first time and attempted a number of 
8-ways to earn their SRA 8-way patches. 
Although they were plagued with a bunch 
of 7-ways (someone was out on every at-
tempted formation), their performances 
were remarkable considering that many 
of the jumpers had only recently started 
jumping again. (One SRA member had not 
jumped for 35 years prior to his “resurrec-
tion” two weeks earlier.) 

Members of the Rebel Skydivers, a club 
that formed in 1962, disbanded in the 
1990s and reformed in 2005, also attended 
the reunion. The club’s home DZ is Desert 
Skydiving Center in Buckeye, Arizona, and 
its members are notable for issuing CWR 
(Collision With the Rebels) patches to those 
who have jumped with four or more club 
members. The Rebels, along with members 
of SRA, the Latin Skydivers, Oklahoma 
State University Skydivers and many other 
pioneers, kept the Porter busy all day. 

On Friday night, a huge group of skydiv-
ers descended on The Landing, a historic 
restaurant in Yuma that welcomes pilots 
and jumpers, and overwhelmed the place 
in true skydiver fashion. Over dinner there 
were lots of hugs and happy faces, not to 
mention looks of surprise when people 
recognized each other after being apart for 
many years. Afterward, a big group headed 

back to the casino and—again in true sky-
diver fashion—culminated the evening at 
the pool doing shots of Jagermeister. 

On Saturday morning, general confusion 
kicked in due to the time-zone issues, with 
jumping starting at 9:00 or 10:00 depend-
ing on how each jumper had set his watch.  
(Felicity, in California, was on Pacific time, 
and Yuma, in Arizona, on Mountain time.) 
The pioneers jumped with friends old and 
new, and tandem instructors Jeff Boddiger 
and Stokes took a flock of people—includ-
ing many legends of the sport and their 
family members—on tandem jumps.

On Saturday afternoon, the crowd gath-
ered for the big ceremony: the dedication 
of the newest granite wall at the museum, 
which records the history of the United 
States of America. Istel had chosen Febru-
ary 22 for the dedication because it was 
Washington’s Birthday and had arranged 
for a color guard and demo jumps by U.S. 
Marines (ably led by Scotty Gallan), who 
flew the U.S. flag into the ceremony. The 
museum also unveiled a beautiful half-
scale replica of the Liberty Bell, and repre-
sentatives of the original 13 colonies rang it 
during the ceremony. 

During the event, Istel also recognized 
members of the skydiving community 
who recently had their names preserved in 
granite in his Hall of Fame of Parachuting.  

THE 2014 PIONEERS OF SPORT PARACHUTING REUNION

T
he Pioneers of Sport Parachuting Re-
union—held February 20–23 at the 
Museum of History in Granite in Felic-
ity, California, as well as at various lo-

cations across the nearby Arizona border—
straddled two time zones. As the more than 
125 attendees traveled back and forth from 
their hotels and events in Yuma to celebra-
tions in Felicity, the question constantly on 
everybody’s lips was, “Is it California time 
or Arizona time?” But it made no difference, 
because it was always skydiver time. 

Museum founder Jacques-André Istel, 
D-2 and I-1 (U.S. skydiving’s first instruc-
tional rating), and his wife, Felicia, gra-
ciously welcomed the skydiving pioneers—
roughly defined as anyone who began 
jumping between 1950 and 1965—and their 
friends and families to a gala celebration 
that included jumping, reminiscing and 
the dedication of a new granite monument 
at the museum. The attendees spanned 
a large range in ages, from pioneers who 
were in their 70s and 80s to the children 
and grandchildren of pioneers who were in 
their 20s and 30s. Though this year’s group 
included a greater number of younger 
jumpers than at past reunions, many were 
pioneers in their own eras, and there was 
still plenty of gray hair in the crowd. 

Pioneer Kim Emmons Knor arranged the 
reunion and registered the attendees—a 
monumental task—with assistance from 
Elizabeth Foster and invaluable help on 
the website and online payment system 
from Linda Miller. Jay Stokes teamed up 
with Emmons Knor to arrange the skydiv-
ing portions of the reunion and did all the 
footwork to bring in an aircraft and sup-
port staff and handle FAA clearances. The 
reunion unofficially kicked off on Thurs-
day as people from all over the country 
began arriving at the Quechan Casino and 
Resort just west of Yuma and gathered for 
cocktails and dinner. On Friday, everyone 
gathered at the museum at the center of 
the world. (Imperial County, California, 
designated a spot at the museum as the “of-
ficial center of the world.” Istel marked the 
site with a granite pyramid and plaque.) 

Friday morning, those who would be 
jumping from the Pilatus Porter provided 

by Cliff Davis and 
Kim Emmons Knor
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THE FIRST FEMALE D-LICENSE HOLDER, 
MURIEL SIMBRO, WITH HER DAUGHTER 
AND GRANDDAUGHTER.
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U.S. NAV Y CHUTING STARS



Of this group, Bill Booth, Pat Moorehead 
and Stokes were in attendance, as were orig-
inal members of the U.S. Navy Parachuting 
Team, the Chuting Stars (including Com-
mander Frank Pelkey). The members of the 
Navy team jumped together in the 1950s 
and had not seen each other in 40 years or 
more, so it was quite an exciting reunion. 

That evening, the group gathered for a 
banquet at the hotel, where Stokes present-
ed USPA tenure certificates to Cliff Davis 
(50 years of membership) and Don Ewald 
(40 years of membership), and Bob Celaya 
presented Donna Wardean-Dann with a 
fistful of USPA Jump Wings and Freefall 
Badges. Following the USPA presentations, 
Linda Miller announced the 2014 National 
Skydiving Museum Hall of Fame inductees 
(Jerry Bourquin, Dan Brodsky-Chenfeld, 
Norm Heaton, Chris Needels and Helmut 
Schlecht); look for a full article in Parachut-
ist in August. The group also presented Sul-
ly de Fontaine with a cake to celebrate his 
87th birthday. De Fontaine had not seen Is-
tel for more than 40 years and attended the 
reunion to surprise his old friend. It was 
just one of many little meaningful events 
that occurred throughout the weekend. 

To cap off the banquet, Emmons Knor 
introduced Mike Todd, the life-support 
engineer for Red Bull Stratos, Felix 
Baumgartner’s record-breaking high-al-
titude skydive. His fascinating talk and 
PowerPoint presentation was one of the 
highlights of the reunion, and the audi-
ence gained a sincere appreciation for the 
technical challenges and effort involved in 
setting the record. 

Although jumping continued on Sunday, 
the pioneers and their families began gear-
ing up to head back home. These legends of 
the sport had once again experienced the 
joy of skydiving with old friends. It was a 
great time … even if no one actually knew 
what time it was. 

ABOUT THE AUTHORS

Cliff Davis, D-1594, has been an active skydiver for 
more than 50 years. Kim Emmons Knor, D-221, is 
a member of the National Skydiving Museum Hall 
of Fame. Both pioneering skydivers, they collabo-
rated on this article.
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THE 2014 PIONEERS OF SPORT PARACHUTING REUNION
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LUIS MELENDEZ, JACQUES-ANDRÉ 
ISTEL AND EDWARD MELENDEZ

RIGHT PLACE, RIGHT TIME
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TARA RUPP, KIM EMMONS KNOR AND RED THE PACKER

FELICIA ISTEL, CINDI BAGLEY AND DORI BACHMAN

LANDING BY THE CHURCH ON THE HILL

STRATOS ENGINEER MIKE TODD AND KIM EMMONS KNOR

PAT WORKS AND JEFF BODDIGER

CLIFF DAVIS, JERRY WARD AND STEVE HEAD, 1964

ELIZABETH FOSTER, ALICIA MOOREHEAD 
AND BARBARA ROQUEMORE

DAVIS, WARD AND HEAD, 2014


